


Arlington Disability Commission 
Minutes 


Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
Time: 4:00 pm 
Location: Conducted by Remote Participation 


*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* |n the interests of preventing abuse of 
videoconferencing technology (i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the 
public, wishing to engage via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and will notice multi- 
step authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, 
members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still do so by 
registering to receive the meeting info and using the telephone dial-in information provided. 


Please read Governor Baker's Executive Order Suspending Certain Provision of Open Meeting 
Law for more information regarding virtual public hearings and 


meetings: https://www.mass.qov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12- 2020/download 


Attendees: Grace Carpenter (co-chair), Paul Raia (co-chair), Michael Rademacher (Public 
Works Director), Kerrie Fallon, Ileana Gatica Herrera, Cynthia DeAngelis 


Guests: Jillian Harvey (DEI Director), Christina Coleman (DEI Admin Assistant), Janice Cagan- 
Teuber (Volunteer), Sarah Forster (Resident/Volunteer), Lizz Ramirez, Sarah Carrier, Julia 
Kenerson, Karen Mathiasen 


Absent: Liza Molina, Paul Parravano (co-chair) 


Meeting called to order by Carpenter at 4:05 pm 


Minutes 


1. Call to Order, Read Ground Rules, Welcome 
2. Approve February Draft Meeting Minutes 
a. Raia motioned to approve February meeting minutes, Carpenter 
seconded, all approved. 
3. Recreation 
a. Communication Boards Proposal 


Playground communication boards would be a visual aid that would 
display images or pictures to spoken words allowing children with 
disabilities to communicate by pointing or otherwise identifying a 
picture in order to relay a message. 

Recommends implementing initial communication boards in 
playgrounds that are widely used. 

Commission has a strong preference for a wider communication 
board vs. a taller board to ensure it is wheelchair accessible 

Raia motion to support the development of the communication 
boards, Fallon seconded, motion approved. 


b. Playgrounds- Stratton, Bishop, Pierce 


Kenerson presented a presentation on improving playgrounds in 
Arlington to make them more inclusive. 


4. Budget & Priorities 
a. Possible Projects to Fund 


After funding True Story Theater events, we will have the remaining 
few thousand dollars to spend. 
Harvey reached out to Jim about possible projects to fund. 


b. Working Group on Communications; Other Areas 


i. 
5. DEI Update 


Transportation 


a. Events 


Autism Acceptance Event — April 12" 

True Story Theater Event date — looking to do youth related 
programming on May 14" 

Active Bystander Training — Wednesday, May 18th 


b. Statement 


Rademacher motioned to approve support of statement on Ukraine, 
DeAngelis seconded, passed unanimously. 


6. Subcommittee reports 
a. Remote Participation 


Developing a subcommittee that is working on developing the 
protocols for the pilot testing of remote hybrid participation. 


b. Elections 


Tabled 


c. Library Accessibility Services Web Page(s) 


d. DPW 
i. 


e. CODA 


Carpenter and Gatica Herrera met with Anna Litten, Assistant 
Director of the Library to discuss accessibility services and the 
webpage. 


Rademacher met with Joan Roman to discuss changes to snow 
reminder announcements. 
Broadway Plaza is scheduled to start restoration in 3-4 weeks. 


Outdoor dining is coming back soon — if anyone has any concerns, 
we should share them with the Town as soon as possible. 


7. Next meeting April 20, 2022. 
8. Closing 


DeAngelis motioned to adjourn meeting, Rademacher seconded, all in favor. Meeting adjourned 
at 6:09pm 


Next Meeting: Wednesday April 20th, 2022 at 4:00PM 


Commission members not able to attend please email dei@town.arlington.ma.us prior to the 
scheduled meeting. 


Anyone needing accessibility information or other assistance in order to attend this meeting 
should contact dei@town.arlington.ma.us. This meeting is open to all interested individuals. 


